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Parientes
By José Antonio Esquibel

T
he surviving records relating to the
early history of New Mexico offer
very little insight into what
motivated individuals and families

to come to New Mexico between 1598 and
1608. Certainly, these were people willing to

take risks and who did not shy away from
adventure and danger. Francisco de Madrid,
the founder of the Madrid and Madril
families of New Mexico, was such a person. 

Francisco de Madrid was born around
1593. His place of birth is not known. Given
the facts that he came to New Mexico as a
boy of about 10 and was a member of a crew
that worked wagons, he was most likely a
native of one of the realms of New Spain. 

In 1603, four Franciscan friars and 10
soldiers left Mexico City with a caravan of
wagons bound for the distant frontier
settlement established in New Mexico by
Juan de Oñate. For unknown reasons, the
young Madrid was enlisted to help with the
chirriones—strong, well-built, two-wheeled
carts pulled by oxen that formed part of the
caravan. 

The caravan traveled from Mexico City
northward on the rutted dirt path of El
Camino Real through a vast expanse of land.
Well-practiced routines were performed daily
as men and beasts traversed dangerous
territory to reach security in towns like
Zacatecas. The caravan pushed onward
through the small frontier settlements of
Fresnillo, Cuencamé and Santa Bárbara.
Surviving attacks by various bands of
Indians, the group completed its arduous
journey at the settlement of San Gabriel near
the Pueblo of Oque Owengue, known by the
Spaniards as San Juan de los Caballeros.

Francisco de Madrid chose to remain in
New Mexico despite grueling challenges and
harsh condition that caused others to leave.
By 1608 there were only 50 soldiers still
living in New Mexico, some with families.

A bronze statute representation of chirrioneros de los carros, the occupation of Francisco de Madrid, on his trip
to New Mexico in 1603. Statue by Sonny Rivera and Betty Sabo at the Albuquerque Museum. Photo courtesy of
Reynaldo Rivera.

Founders of the Villa de Santa Fe #3: 
the Madrid Family
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