


Today, San [ldefonso is world famous for its handcrafted pottery,
especially the signature black matte on black gloss, a style created
by Maria and Julian in the 1920s. During my visit [ had the great
opportunity to meet a master potter at his private home studio, just
off the plaza. Krieg Kalavaza told me how he works with his fami-
ly, preserving his centuries-old culture by making beautiful artisan
ware. From start to finish, his creations are fashioned in similar
ways to those from many generations past. Like his ancestors, he
collects the clay and ash from selected places on the reservation,
forms the pots with a coiling and pinching technique on a dining
room table, and eventually fires the pieces in an outdoor, Arabic-
style oven. The San Ildefonso Pueblo is a 30-minute drive from
downtown Santa Fe.

Respectful Pueblo etiquette is essential when visiting these tribal
lands, especially during ceremonial and feast days. Common sense
tells us to refrain from climbing walls and wandering off the beaten
path. Remain silent during ceremonies and dances, and refrain from
applause. Some Pueblos do not permit any kind of photography,
while others will charge between $10 and $20 for the use of photog-
raphy, video, even sketching. Above all, walk and talk with respect,
ask questions when unsure what to do, and you’ll surely find a
Pueblo visit to be a memorable experience.

peaking with Jonathan Mason, long-time Santa Fe resident and
concierge at New Mexico’s first and only Five Diamond resort,
Encantado Resort and Spa, | learned that one of the best
ways to experience Santa Fe’s history is through its present culture.
“We have many fiestas and markets that are hugely popular with the
locals and represent how alive our history really is,” he told me. “In
July there 1s the Spanish Market where generational New Mexico
and Southwest Spanish artists set up booths in the Plaza to show and
sell their craftwork. Also in July is the highly successful
International Folk Art Market. Artists from all over the world ply
their goods and craftwork at this greatly attended, two-day event. In
August there is the Indian Market, the largest of its kind in the
world. Native Americans from all over North America assemble in
and around the Plaza to show and sell their craftwork, while buyers
from all over the world filter into Santa Fe at this time to add to or
start their collections.”
Jonathan also suggests a visit to Santa Fe during Fiesta, an annu-
al celebration in September by the Spanish community commemorat-
ing the conquest of Santa Fe. “La Conquistadora, now known as Our
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Lady of Peace, a statue of the Virgin Mary, is paraded through down-
town Santa Fe from the Basilica Cathedral of St. Francis to the
Rosario Chapel, where a nine-day novena is prayed, and then she is
returned. The statue can also regularly be seen in her own sanctuary
at the Basilica. She was made in the 1330s in Spain, traveled to
Mexico, and brought up to the New Spain territory by the early
Spanish.” Jonathan also noted that in true quirky Santa Fe fashion,
another symbolic figure has entered the Fiesta scene. “Since the
1920s, Zozobra has become a Santa Fe tradition and pagan ritual.
1t’s the symbolic burning of old man gloom, a 50-foot-high puppet
surrounded by much ceremony. Put your woes, worries, or problems
on a piece of paper and have it burned with Zozobra. Although not
originally associated with Fiesta, it’s been incorporated as a part of
Fiesta and remains an iconic figure in Santa Fe culture.”

eferences to Santa Fe’s 400th anniversary are found through-
out the city. While citizens are happy their home is the oldest
capital city in the United States, what they are most proud of
is that their history is alive, and thriving. The Anglo, Native, and
Hispanic populations have successfully forged a unique culture, as
committed to the future as it is respectfu) of the past. From signature
styles of dress to iconic architecture and a thriving arts community,

“Santa Fe is as much a city of the future, as it is the past. While the old

paradigm of conquest, conversion, and assimilation on which this city
was built still plays out around our world in some form or another, the
Santa Fe of today has shown me that a new paradigm is possible, one
of inclusion, acceptance, creation, and a lot of fun.

Cathedral Basilica St. Francis




santa fe resources

ACCOMMODATIONS

El Dorado Hotel and Spa, 309 W. San Francisco.
Tel: 800-955-4455. In addition to fine dining at The
Old House, the hotel's Nidah Spa offers full spa
services, including a decadent 24-karat gold facial.
www.eldoradohotel.com

Encantado, an Auberge Resort, 198 State Road
592. Tel: 877-262-4666. Set against the foothills of
the Sangre de Cristo Mountains in the suburban vil-
lage of Tesuque, this sprawling property boasts
unbeatable sunsets at dinner, a Kiva-inspired
indoor/outdoor spa, and a spacious fitness facility
with a majestic outdoor pool. Borrow one of the
complimentary house Mercedes convertibles for an
afternoon of stylish museum hopping in nearby
downtown. www.encantadoresort.com

Inn at Loretto, 211 Old Santa Fe Trail. Tel: 800-727-
5531. A bit of affordable luxury near the Plaza
(downtown) offering spa services, exceptional din-
ing, an outdoor pool, and downtown convenience.
www.innatloretto.com

Inn of the Turquoise Bear Bed and Breakfast 342
East Buena Vista Street, Santa Fe, NM. Tel: Tel: 505-
983-0798. Just blocks from the Plaza, offers roman-
tic seclusion in an historic setting. This gay-owned
and operated inn is pet-friendly and nicely appoint-
ed with all the modern luxuries.
www.turquoisebear.com

ATTRACTIONS & ACTIVITIES
Canyon Road, This Santa Fe arts district is home to
the United States’ second largest art market, featur-
ing some of the best examples of contemporary
Southwestern art. www.canyonroadarts.com

The Cathedral Basilica of St. Francis of Assisi,
131 Cathedral Place, Santa Fe, NM. Tel: 505-982-
5619. The ornate Romanesque cathedral stands
out from Santa Fe’s traditionally Pueblo Style archi-
tecture. Inside is the statue of Our Lady La
Conquistadora, the oldest representation of the
Virgin Mary in the United States, brought from Spain
in 1625. www.cbsfa.org

El Portal, On the front porch of the Palace of the
Governors, you'll find dozens of native artisans sell-
ing their handmade wares and art. Rest assured,
this is the real deal, no imports from China here.
www.collectorsguide.com

Friday Night with Dorothy allows visitors to meet
some of Santa Fe's local color while sipping some
tasty drinks with some complimentary appetizers.
Location information can be found online.
www.gayinsantafe.com

Georgia O’Keeffe Museum, 217 Johnson Street,
Santa Fe, NM. Tel: 505.946.1000. Exhibits dedicat-
ed to the works of the respected artist and long-
time New Mexico resident. Tickets and times to visit
O’Keeffe’s personal residence and studio in Abiquiu
are also available through the museum.
www.okeeffemuseum.org

Ghost Ranch, 401 OId Taos Highway, Santa Fe,
NM. Tel: 800-821-5145. Tour the rural area north of
Santa Fe where Georgia O'Keeffe painted some of
her most iconic landscapes.

Historic Walks of Santa Fe offers various themed
walking tours, including one that showcases the cel-
ebrated spirit of Santa Fe’s architecture and native
traditions. Tours depart daily from several downtown
hotels. www.historicwalksofsantafe.com

Loretto Chapel, 207 Old Santa Fe Trail, Santa Fe,
NM. Tel: 505-982-0092. Now a private museum
operated and maintained, in part, for the preserva-
tion of its Miraculous Staircase. With two 360-
degree turns and no visible means of support, the
century-old steps are just one of Santa Fe's quirky
mysteries. www.lorettochapel.com

The Museum of Indian Arts and Culture, 710
Camino Lejo, Santa Fe, NM. Tel: 505-476-1250.
This premier repository of Native American art and
material culture preserves the stories of the people
of the Southwest from pre-history through today.
www.indianartsandculture.org

Museum of International Folk Art 706 Camino
Lejo, Santa Fe, NM. Tel: 505-476-1140. Opened to
the public in 1953 and internationally recognized as
home to the world’s largest collection of folk art.
www.moifa.org

The Museum of Spanish Colonial Art, 750
Camino Lejo, Santa Fe, NM. Tel: 505-982-2226. The
most comprehensive compilation of Spanish
Colonial art, dating from the Middle Ages to the
New Millennium. www.spanishcolonial.org

New Mexico History Museum, 113 Lincoln Av.,
Santa Fe, NM. Tel: 505-476-5200. Once little more
than a storage building for antiques, this museum
adjacent to the Palace of the Governors houses
hundreds of the state’'s most prized artifacts.
www.nmhistorymuseum.org

New Mexico Museum of Art, 107 West Palace
Avenue, Santa Fe, NM. Tel: 505-476-5041. Founded
in 1909, with core collections featuring artists that
have been influenced by region since the 1800s.
www.nmartmuseum.org

Palace of the Governors, 105 West Palace Ave,
Santa Fe, NM. Tel: 505-476-5100. Originaily con-
structed in the early 17th century as Spain’s seat of
government for what is today the American
Southwest, the Palace of the Governors chronicles
the history of Santa Fe, New Mexico, and the
region. Located downtown in the heart of the Plaza,
it is also the oldest continuously used public build-
ing in the United States. Free docent tours are avail-
able daily. www.palaceofthegovernors.org

Pancakes on the Plaza, Besides a delicious pan-
cake breakfast, this long-standing community event
on July 4 also features an arts and crafts fair, live
music, a vintage car show, and a children’s
Firecracker Pajama Parade, all to benefit the Santa
Fe Children’s Project. www.santafe.com

Pecos National Historic Park, Pecos, NM. Tel:
505-757-6414. 25 miles east of Santa Fe you'll
encounter 12,000 years of history, including Pecos
Pueblo, Spanish mission ruins, and Santa Fe Trail
wagon ruts. www.nps.gov/peco

Santa Fe Children’s Museum 1050 Old Pecos Trail,
Santa Fe, NM. Tel: 505-989-8359. Families can learn
and play together through interactive exhibits, an
outdoor garden, and a diversity of kid-centered pro-
grams. www.santafechildrensmuseum.org

Santa Fe School of Cooking,116 W. San Francisco
St. Santa Fe, NM. Tel: 800-982-4688. Sign up for the
school’s restaurant walking tour and get backstage
access to some of Santa Fe’s best kitchens. Learn
about Santa Fe’s distinct cuisine while sampling ter-
rific food and wine with some of the city’'s best-
known chefs. www.santafeschoolofcooking.com

Waxlander Gallery, This outdoor garden, decked
with yard sculpture and works on canvas, is the per-
fect place to roam and dream.
www.waxlander.com

Wheelwright Museum of the American Indian,
704 Camino Lejo, Santa Fe, NM. Tel: 505-982-4636.
Changing exhibitions highlight contemporary and
historic Native American art with an emphasis on
the Southwest. www.wheelwright.org

INFORMATION & TRAVEL PLANNING
CulturePass, For just $25, get access to each of
the 14 state museums and monuments for a 12-
month period. Can be purchased online.
www.newmexicoculture.org

New Mexico Rail Runner is a newly constructed
express commuter train servicing Albuquerque
International Sunport and several points in Santa
Fe. www.nmrailrunner.com

Santa Fe Municipal Airport (SAF) has recently
started servicing commercial airline travel.
American Eagle Airlines (www.aa.com) is currently
operating three daily flights between Dallas-Fort
Worth (DFW) and once daily service from Los
Angeles (LAX). www.santafenm.gov

Santa Fe Trails Bus System provides safe, effi-
cient, and friendly transportation alternatives for
visitors in Santa Fe. www.santafenm.gov

GAY EVENTS & INFORMATION
Friday Night with Dorothy is a casual monthly
event for the GLBT community and their friends
hosted by lan Johnson of Los Chileros, a local gour-
met foods supplier. Locals and visitors alike, often
numbering over 200, converge at various posh hotel
bars and lounges. www.gayinsantafe.com

The annual Gayla fundraiser is a springtime dinner
event that features live entertainment, a silent auc-
tion, and keynote speaker. For 2010, the guest
speaker will be Stuart Milk, LGBT activist and
nephew of the late Harvey Milk.
www.santafehra.org

Santa Fe’s annual Pride Celebration always brings
a lot of excitement and energy to “The City
Different” in late June. This family-friendly event
lasts all afternoon with outdoor dancing, arts, and
community booths. Plentiful nearby drinking and
dining options help to expand the celebration
throughout the town. www.santafehra.org

In true quirky Santa Fe fashion, the only actual gay
bar in existence at the moment is located in a retire-
ment community. Rainbow Vision Santa Fe (500
West Rodeo Road, Santa Fe, NM Tel: 505-428-
7777. www.rainbowvisionprop.com/santafe.html)
is a beautiful sprawling village on the outskirts of
town, catering to the over-50 GLBT community and
their supporters. The Silver Starlight Lounge at
Rainbow Vision is a surprisingly upscale and popu-
lar watering hole, open to the public, with live
music, cabaret performances, and even Circuit-
style DJ events. Also at Rainbow Vision is Garbo’s
Restaurant, serving lunch and dinner, Wednesday
through Saturday. The intimate dining room over-
looks the lounge, and attracts diners from within the
condominium complex, and without.

Information on GLBT events and business can be
found online at www.gayinsantafe.com. The Santa
Fe Convention and Visitors Bureau also has a GLBT
specific section online, at www.santafe.org
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